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Finding adoptive families for children in foster care with YOUR help 
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                                  MARE’s Impact FY 2011 (7/1/10 - 6/30/11)

Children Who Found Adoptive Families 
because of MARE’s Services....... 152

Gender:     Boys: 91 (60%)    Girls: 61 (40%)

Race:  Caucasian: 41%    African American: 22%
  Hispanic: 21%     Asian: 3%
  Multi-racial: 13%

Average Time Registered with MARE before Placement:  1.79 years

   Boys:  1.89 years    Girls:   1.08 years 

Average Age at Time of Placement:  8.48 years 

   Caucasian Children: 8.83 years   Children of Color:     7.79 years 

Placements by age group:  

 0 - 4 years old:    20%  5 - 12 years old: 69%  13-18 years old: 11%

People Served in FY2011
New Children Registered:  248

All Children Served: 748

Homestudied Families Newly Registered:  161

All Registered Families:  286

New Families who Contacted MARE: 2,117

All Families Actively Served: 4,170 

Social Workers actively served: 250

All Inquiries to MARE:   7,066

Who are these Adoptive Families?
(family constellation recorded for 108 of 152 placements) 

Couples

Male/Female:   67%   (32% families of color)

Female/Female:  12% (23% families of color)

Male/Male:     7% (43% families of color)

Singles

Straight Female:   10% (9% families of color)

Straight Male:    4% (25% families of color)

Gay Male:  <1% (0% families of color) 

How did MARE help these children and families fi nd each other? 
Once again, Adoption Parties 

were the leading source 

of placements. Here are the 
numbers of placements for the 
top sources:

Adoption Parties........................60
Foster Family................................41
MARE Web (online  Photolisting).......17
Agency Referral..........................13
Online Matching........................11
Photolisting Book......................10
Wendy’s Wonderful Kids..........  5

Every Child Deserves a Loving Family

Thank you for helping 152 more children join those families last year.
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We have made our best efforts to include donors of $50+ from 7/1/10 to 6/30/11. Please let us know of any errors.

  

Thanks to your $60 donation, MARE was able 
to produce one new Heart Gallery portrait, 
like this one of Brielle, by photographer Karen 
Wong. Brielle was matched and placed with a 
great single mom in FY 2011. 
  Over 250 Heart Gallery portraits were created 
and displayed in 35 venues this year.

Individual Donors
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Follow Gary  through the Programs and Services of MARE - the Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange  

Registration: Meet Gary. At 5 years old, he was 
in foster care with the goal of adoption. His social 
worker registered him with MARE in August 2005, so 
MARE could begin searching for a family for him. 

Matching: In August 2005, and again 
in September, MARE’s  computerized 
database of families suggested possible 
matches for Gary, which we forwarded 
to his social worker for more detailed 
consideration. 

Inquiries: Sixteen different families 
and social workers also contacted MARE to 
inquire about Gary.
  Six months later, Gary’s social worker 
advised MARE that he’d been matched with 
a family, so we stopped recruiting for him. 
Unfortunately, 3 years later, that match 
fell through, and Gary was reactivated for 
MARE’s services.

Adoption Parties: From 
2009 to February 2011, Gary 
attended 6 Adoption Parties. 
He dressed in Civil War garb, 
waited his turn for bowling, 
and posed in a Jordan’s 
T-shirt. He also played a lot 
of games, shot some hoops, 
hung out with other kids in 
foster care, ate pizza, and 
checked out some families.

Child-Specifi c Media: MARE provided 
profi les of Gary  for the Sunday’s Child column 
in the Boston Globe, the Middlesex East 
newspapers, the Boston Herald, and the Daily 
Hampshire Gazette.

Gary agreed to appear on Wednesday’s Child 
with WBZ-TV news anchor Jack Williams. We 
arranged for Gary, a big sports fan, to get some 
football pointers with a local high school team.

Heart Gallery: In February 2011, MARE matched Gary 
with photographer Mike Ritter, who captured Gary’s style 
and personality in a photo to be displayed in MARE’s Heart 
Gallery, a traveling exhibit of portraits of children awaiting 
adoption. The Heart Gallery, shown at libraries, malls, 
churches, banks, helps the public learn about adoption 
from foster care, and the children who need families. But 
by the time the photos arrived, Gary had met an interesting 
family at an Adoption Party. It looked like a good match, so 
the portrait was never printed.

Family Support Services
  In February 2011, Jen & Joe, who had been 
working with their DCF Social Worker, registered 
their homestudy with MARE. They also attended 
the Dorchester Adoption  Party Pre-Party, to learn 
about the upcoming Party and the children who 
would attend. They connected with Ruth Bodian, 
MARE’s Family Support Services Director, and 
stayed in touch with her during their journey.
  At the Dorchester Adoption Party, they connected 
with Gary over their mutual love of sports. Joe is 
a former baseball player, so they had lots to talk 
about. And think about for days and weeks after. 
By mid-March, they had met with Gary’s social 
workers, talked with his teachers, and were 
planning to move forward.
  As they told Ruth, an adoptive mom, “I remember 
you saying that you never intended to adopt 
teenagers, and neither did we... but!” Gary was 
almost 12.
  After a few months of visiting, Gary moved in 
with Jen and Joe in May. He joined the local 
Little League team, and took to the game like 
he’d been playing all his life, making for a very 
proud family. After going 3 for 3 (batting 1.000!), 
Gary now answers to the self-anointed moniker, 
“Grand Slam Gary.” 

Jen, Gary, and Joe pose for a portrait in the 
courthouse before banging the gavel to fi nalize 
their adoption on National Adoption Day, 2011.
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Photolisting: MARE’s Child Services Coordinator created this 
Photolisting profi le. MARE distributed Gary’s page to 300+ libraries 
and social service agencies in May 2009. We updated his page in 
2010, and posted it on our website, which gets over 50,000 hits/day.
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Your $250 donation bought food & fun for an 
Adoption Party, like the cookie-decorating 
Dakotah enjoyed plus 40 pizzas at the 
Dorchester Boys & Girls Club party. Dakotah 
and his brother & sister are  waiting for a 
family to raise them together. 
  MARE held 10 Adoption Parties/Matching 
events, and 8 separate Informational Events 
across the state. 

  Your $175 donation funded the creation, 
printing, and distribution of a Photolisting 
page for one waiting child like Sam. 
  MARE sent pages describing a total of 274 
waiting children to over 300 libraries and 
agencies during the year via monthly updates.

Your $1600 donation funded a full year of 
MARE services for one waiting child.

   Adoption is a life-long commitment, considered 
for months or years before a family decides to 
begin the adoption process. By supporting MARE’s 
full range of services — Registration, Photolisting, 
Heart Gallery, Spanish Language Services, 
Adoption Parties, Matching, Family Support, 
Online resources, Media Features, and more 
— you help MARE put adoption and children’s 
information in front of families  all year. 
  That combination of services is what makes 
adoptions happen. Jake, above, is congratulated 
by the judge following his 2010 adoption.
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Advanced Charitable   
 Services
Affi liated Insurance   
 Managers
Amtrak Downeaster
Bank of America Matching   
 Gifts
Battleship Cove
BNY Mellon Community   
 Partnership
Boston By Foot
Boston Duck Tours
Boston Red Sox
Boston Yacht Club
Briar Group
Capital One Cardlab   
 Connect
Casey Matching Gifts   
 Program
Centre Pediatric Associates

Charles Hotel
Charles River Boat Co.
Cold Stone Creamery
Community Boating Inc.
Cowlicks and Pigtails
Cruz Development Corp.
Discovery Museums
Elephant Walk Restaurant   
 Group Inc.
Essex River Cruises & Charters
F1 Boston
Fireplace Restaurant
FM Global Foundation   
 Matching Gift
Gowdy Group LLC
Hannaford Supermarkets
Hy-Line Cruises
Improv Asylum
Institute of Contemporary Art
IParty

Jordan’s Furniture
Kohl’s Cares
Larz Anderson Auto Museum
Law Offi ce of John F. Neelon 
Liberty Mutual Give With   
 Liberty
New England Aquarium
Old Sturbridge Village
Performance Pediatrics
Pfi zer
Plimoth Plantation
Ragged Mountain Resort
Rodman & Rodman P.C.
Route 128 Used Auto Parts
Sheraton Boston Hotel
Six Flags
Solomon Pond Mall
South Station Equity Offi ce/ 
 MBTA
The First Church

The Garage
Plymouth Rock Foundation  
 Matching Gift
Salem Wax Museum
StoneTurn Group
Yankee Fleet Deep Sea Fishing  
 and Whale Watch
United Way of Tri-County, Inc.
USS Constitution Museum
Worcester Shines, Inc.
Zoo New England

Corporate & Business Donors

We have made our best efforts to include donors of $50+ from 7/1/10 to 6/30/11.  Please let us know of any errors.

Thank you - YOUR donations help match children with families!  YOUR donations make a lifetime of difference!

continued, P. 7

Jordan’s Furniture is 
a leading partner in 
MARE’s work to fi nd 
adoptive families. 

Jordan’s displays Heart Gallery portraits 
in all 4 stores, hosts Adoption Parties 
and other events, and provides grant 
support for MARE programs.



MARE Staff 
   Lisa K. Funaro, Executive Director

Maurine Albano, Child Services Coordinator, Western Mass.
Ruth Bodian, Family Support Services Director
Lindsey Brynjolfsson, Wendy’s Wonderful Kids Recruiter, Springfi eld 
Bridget Chiaruttini, Director, Child & Family Services
Evan Cobb, Child Services Coordinator, Northeast Region
Ricardo Franco, Latino Child & Family Services Coordinator
Janice Halpern, Director, PR & Fundraising
Kerry Kazanjian, Administrative Assistant 
Nichole Lawton, Child Services Coordinator, Southeast Region
Annessa Lewis, VISTA Volunteer
Deirdre Madden, Wendy’s Wonderful Kids Recruiter, Boston
Carolyn Short, Business Manager
Sarah Stevenson, VISTA Volunteer
Diane Tomaz, Child Services Coordinator, Boston & Central Regions
Elizabeth Yelle, PR & Fundraising Associate

Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange - MARE
www.MAREinc.org

45 Franklin Street, 5th Floor, Boston, MA 02110    617-54-ADOPT (617-542-3678) 800-882-1176

Financial Statements FY 2011 (7/1/10 - 6/30/11)

Public Support and Revenue

 Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of 
  Children & Families (DCF)............................$520,000
 Individual Donations ............................................... $108,210
 Corporate & Foundation Grants.............................$327,100
 Walk for Adoption & Other Events.........................  $92,635
 In-Kind and other.........................................................  $67,728
Total Support, Revenue, Gains ..............................$1,115,673

Expenses

 Program Services........................................................$927,385
 General & Administrative.........................................$138,137
 Fundraising......................................................................$82,343
Total Expenses...........................................................$1,147,865

Net Assets Beginning of Year........................................$197.228
Net Assets End of Year.....................................................$165,036
Change in Net Assets...................................................($32,192)

This statement represents selected fi nancial data. Complete copies of the audited fi nancial 
statements are available under Financial Information at www.MAREinc.org/What-Is-MARE.

html. MARE is audited by O’Connor & Drew P.C., Braintree MA and is funded in part by the 
Massachusetts Department of Children & Families.

Program Expenses - 81%

Fundraising - 7%
Administrative 

12%

MARE’s careful use of your donations:MARE Board of Directors 
Karen Kruck, MARE President, Walker Lane Capital
Carolyn Assa, Perkins School for the Blind
Thomas H. Astore*, Rodman and Rodman PC
Michele M. Benkis, Vice President, MSPCC
Mary Elizabeth Carmody*, U.S. Attorney’s Offi  ce
Paul Deletetsky*, New England Offi  ce Supply 
John P. Delmonico, Merrill Lynch
Lizabeth Fisher, Atlantic Trust Company
Jane Hart*, Lightower Fiber Networks
Mary Hegarty*, NEPS, LLC
Stephen Hussey,  Meridian Signature Properties 
Mary Jo Johnson, Clerk, Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale & Dorr, LLP
Anthony Jordan, Treasurer, StoneTurn Group, LLP
Matthew Mazzotta, Hospitality Consultant
Karen Seif*, Consultant/LICSW
Nancy A. Woodfork, Verizon
Deborah A. Yamin*, Consultant  
* Adoptive Parent

MARE is a 501 (c)3 charitable organization, tax ID #04-2227431.

The Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange, Inc. (MARE) was founded in 1957 to fi nd “a permanent place to 
call home” for the hardest-to-place children and youth in state foster care. MARE bridges the gap between families 
looking to adopt and local children in need of adoption.  With your support, we help build loving permanent families 
for the state’s neediest children by educating the public about adoption from foster care and the waiting children  
while guiding and supporting potential parents throughout the adoption process.  

Build-a-Bear Workshop Foundation
Clipper Ship Foundation, Inc.
Collective Brands Foundation
Community Foundation of Western  
 Massachusetts
Dave Thomas Foundation for   
 Adoption
Irene E. & George Davis Foundation 
Hasbro Children’s Fund

Jack Williams Endowment for   
 Wednesday’s Child
Ludcke Foundation
Orville W. Forté Charitable   
 Foundation, Inc.
Perpetual Trust for Charitable Giving,  
 Bank of America, NA, Trustee
Red Sox Foundation
Sovereign Bank Foundation

State Street Foundation, Inc.
Susan & Barry Tatelman Family   
 Foundation
Susan A. & Donald P. Babson   
 Charitable Foundation

Foundation Grants

The Jack Williams Endowment 
for Wednesday’s Child has 
been a leading funder of 
MARE’s work to fi nd adoptive 
families since its founding. 


